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the Imperial city in 1453 paved the way for the final
annexation of the Servian territory to the Turkish
dominions. Semendria, the residence of George
BraTikovic,was the first object of Mohammed's attack.
The Ottoman artillery soon left nothing but a heap
of ruins to mark the spot, and the Servian prince was
once more a fugitive. Again the heroic Hunyad
came forward as the champion of Christendom.
Again he saved Belgrade, the " City of the Holy
War." as the Turks called it. Serbs and Magyars
fought sice bv side in its defence with the courage of
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despair, and a brave Franciscan monk, crucifix in
hand, urged them to protect the outpost of Chris-
tianity. A battle on the Danube gained Hunyad
access to the citadel; a successful sally from the walls
completed the rout of the Turks. Mohammed II. was
wounded, while thousands of Ottoman corpses covered
the outskirts of Belgrade. Leaving his baggage and
artillery in the hands of the gallant garrison, the
Sultan retreated to Adrianople, glad to escape with
his life, which he owed to the devotion of his body-
guard. Ge-orge Brankovic re-entered into possession
of his country, and died shortly afterwards in 1457
at the great age of ninety-one. Servian independence
survived him little more than a year, for in 1459 the
Turks formally annexed the land, for which a long
line of warrior princes had striven so well

The final blow to Servian freedom was dealt by
one of Servia's princes. The old story of domestic
dissension repeated itself on the death of George
Brankovic. His widow and three sons, to whom
he had conjointly entrusted the government, soon